Reflection and Discussion of “Mathew 15:21-28” –

Jesus with the Syrophoenician Woman.
Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed."  But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, "Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us." 

But He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."  But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, "Lord, help me!" And He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs." But she said, "Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters' table." 

Then Jesus said to her, "O woman, (V)your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish." And her daughter was healed at once. 
· New American Standard
Discussion Starters:
 Create an opening to a faculty meeting around this gospel passage.  Ask your faculty to discuss the following:
 Who are you most like?  Are you like Jesus, the person who every one turns to for help?  Are you like this desperate mother, pleading for a child that is suffering? Are you like the disciples, hoping that the problem will just go away?  Or, are you like the child, saying nothing but suffering in silence?
What does the fact that Jesus seems to change his mind, based on the pleading of a desperate parent, mean for us today as we grapple with responding to parents who are asking us to educate their children who have special needs?
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