Announcing the July 2009 Launch of the NCPD Initiative 

Supporting Persons with Mental Illness

We are excited to share a dynamic new initiative.  The NCPD Council on Mental Illness has created new interactive media as well as regional and national trainings to help you meet the spiritual needs of people with mental illness.  The Council’s theological framework states in part: 
Since all people are created in the image of God, their dignity and worth cannot be 
diminished by any condition, including mental illness.
So, take advantage of these opportunities…and help us spread the word.  More at www.ncpd.org.  

1.  July Awareness Workshops.  The first tier of this initiative begins in July 2009, with three 
mental illness awareness workshops hosted at the following locations, but open to all:


· Washington, DC:  Saturday, July 11

· Chicago, IL: Tuesday, July 21

· Portland, OR: July 24

These day–long workshops will premier a 30-minute video, Welcomed and Valued, and a provide a resource binder to help parishes meet the needs of persons with severe and persistent mental illness.  Register online or download a brochure at www.ncpd.org.
2. September Three-Day Training.  The second tier of this outreach is a three-day advanced training September 26-28, 2009 at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL for twenty-five selected individuals.  This training is designed for those interested in providing local Awareness Workshops and enhanced outreach to people with mental illness and their families. Participants at any of the July workshops are encouraged to apply.  Training, lodging and food will be provided for accepted applicants thanks to a generous donation from an anonymous foundation.  Participants will pay their own travel and a $50 registration fee.  (Those unable to attend a July workshop but who can demonstrate personal or professional experience in this area of ministry are welcome to apply.)   Visit www.ncpd.org for further information and an application.
3. September Interfaith Summit.  Pathways to Promise, an interfaith organizationsupporting caring ministries with people with mental illness, holds its 2009 Summit on September 29-October 1, also at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows.  We hope the Advanced Training participants can attend the 2009 Summit as well, which is cosponsored by NCPD.   

4.  October NCPD Webinar on Suicide Prevention.  Register at www.ncpd.org for the Oct. 20 webinar, “Access to Tools in Addressing Suicide: Pastoral Supports and Prevention Strategies” led by Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, Claire Woodruff, moderated by Dr. Thomas Welch. 
5. Mental Illness Council Webpage.   Visit NCPD’s newly designed website for materials on mental illness, which will be updated on a regular basis: www.ncpd.org.
6.  Ongoing Support Network.  Following the July workshops and September training, NCPD plans to set up an informal network on mental illness to provide a way in which people can easily communicate and share resources and ideas.   Check the NCPD website for more details. 
