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The National Scene:

The U.S. House of Representatives approved the No Taxpayer
Funding for Abortion Act (H.R. 7), which would prohibit insurance Exchanges created by the
Affordable Care Act from covering abortion, and it would eliminate tax benefits for small
businesses that purchase insurance plans covering abortion.1
The State of Conscience/Religious Liberty: Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, president
of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, outlines the U.S. bishops' position on the
violation of religious liberty imposed by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
under the Affordable Care Act, which requires employers to provide contraception and
abortifacient coverage as part of their employees' health insurance plans (HHS Mandate)2 
The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals has denied the University of Notre Dame’s emergency
motion for a stay of a lower court decision which had denied the University injunctive relief
from the HHS Mandate. The University will continue to pursue legal action. In the interim it
will comply with the Mandate under the so called “accommodation.”3  The Alabama
Legislature is advancing legislation that would protect the conscience rights of health care
providers.4  The Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries has ruled that an Oregon bakery
violated the civil rights of a same-sex couple by refusing to provide a cake for the wedding
reception.5  The New Mexico Supreme Court has ruled against Elane Photography for its
refusal to provide services for a same-sex wedding. Elane Photography has now asked the U.S.
Supreme Court to review its case.6  An Illinois bed and breakfast establishment is awaiting a
ruling from the Illinois Human Rights Commission concerning a complaint based on the
company’s policy to host only weddings between one man and one woman.7  The Kansas
House of Representatives is considering legislation that will protect the conscience rights of
individuals and businesses from being violated by being forced to participate in ceremonies
of marriages, domestic partnerships or civil unions contrary to a sincerely held religious
belief.8  Also see Recent Good News.
The State of Marriage: U.S. HR 3829: The State Marriage Defense Act has been
proposed in Congress to reaffirm the constitutional right of states to define marriage and to
have their determinations on this important matter respected by the federal government. See:
http://capwiz.com/nationformarriage/issues/alert/?alertid=63049346&link=link1 to have
your voice heard.  Two same-sex couples in West Virginia are suing the state, challenging
its statutory definition of law marriage as being between one man and one woman.9  Two
same-sex couples in Kansas are suing the state in an effort to overturn that state’s
constitutional amendment defining marriage as between one man and one woman. The issue
is their desire to file a joint state income tax report, thus, forcing the state to legally
recognize their union as the same as a heterosexual marriage.10  A suit has been filed in
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Arizona Federal District Court by several same-sex couples seeking state recognition of
same-sex marriage.11  The Attorney General of Virginia will join in the lawsuit by same-sex
couples challenging that state’s definition of marriage as between one man and one woman.12
The Virginia House of Representatives is considering legislation to allow them to oppose the
challenge on behalf of the people of Virginia.13  The Indiana Catholic Conference,
representing the six Catholic bishops of Indiana, has endorsed a proposed state
constitutional amendment that is before the state Legislature that would define marriage as
between one man and one woman. The proposal also states that other legal unions "identical
or substantially similar to that of marriage" will not be recognized by the state.14  Idaho’s
Attorney General has filed a motion seeking to dismiss a lawsuit that challenges the state's
voter-approved constitutional amendment defining marriage as between one man and one
woman.15  Ohio’s Attorney General has filed a notice of appeal in the 6th Circuit Court of
Appeals of a federal court’s ruling that Ohio must recognize on Ohio death certificate samesex marriages contracted in other states.16  Nevada’s Attorney General has filed a brief in
support of the state’s constitutional amendment that defines marriage as between one man
and one woman, which is being challenged in the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.17  A
U.S. District Court judge in Oklahoma has ruled that state’s constitutional amendment
protecting marriage as between one man and one woman is unconstitutional. The decision
has been stayed, pending appeal.18  A ballot initiative is underway, as well as a law suit by
same-sex couples, to overturn Oregon’s law defining marriage as between one man and one
woman.19  Also see Recent Good News and The State of Conscience/Religious Liberty.
State by State: The Minnesota Supreme Court has agreed to hear a county prosecutors'
appeal of a Minnesota Court of Appeals ruling that a state law prohibiting advising or
encouraging suicide was unconstitutional on free speech grounds.20  The Second Judicial
District in New Mexico has issued a ruling allowing New Mexico doctors to prescribe lethal
drugs to assist the suicide deaths of their patients.21  The Connecticut Legislature, for the
second year in a row, is considering a proposal to legalize physician assisted suicide in that
state.22  The New Hampshire Legislature also has before it a proposal to legalize physician
assisted suicide.23  The U.S. Supreme Court has refused to hear an appeal by the state of
Arizona of a ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, finding unconstitutional
an Arizona law, enacted in 2012, that prohibits abortions after 20 weeks gestation.24  The
Mississippi Legislature is considering a proposal to protect minors by requiring a prescription
for their access to emergency contraception.25  The family of a pregnant woman, reported
to be brain dead, succeeded in challenging a Texas law that prohibits the removal of lifesustaining treatment for a pregnant woman. The woman’s body, already declared dead by
neurological criteria, was removed from life-support and her unborn child died.26  The
Washington Legislature is considering a proposal to require insurers offering maternity care
to also cover elective abortions.27  An Oklahoma County Court judge has ruled that
requiring a prescription (and with it and a form of personal identification) for Plan B
emergency contraception is unconstitutional.28  A U.S. District Court has ruled that
Oklahoma’s law to provide full informed consent to women seeking an abortion, by allowing
her to know the results of a fetal ultrasound, violates the physician’s free speech.29
Recent Good News: The U.S. Supreme Court granted an injunction to the Little Sisters
of the Poor, protecting them from the controversial HHS Mandate while their case is before
the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. The Sisters will not be forced to sign and deliver the
controversial government forms authorizing and instructing their benefits administrator to
provide contraceptives, sterilization, and abortifacients. The Court’s order also provides
protection to more than 400 other Catholic organizations that receive health benefits through
the same Catholic benefits provider, Christian Brothers.  The U.S. Supreme Court has
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temporarily stayed a federal district court decision to allow same-sex marriage in Utah
pending a decision by the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals concerning the stay request. Utah’s
constitution defines marriage as between one man and one woman.30 However, U.S. Attorney
General Eric H. Holder Jr. announced that same-sex marriages in Utah are considered legal
under federal law and such couples are eligible for all federal benefits until further court
action.31  A U.S. federal district court based in Houston, Texas, has granted a temporary
injunction against the HHS Mandate as it pertains to East Texas Baptist University and
Houston Baptist University. In December of 2013, federal judges in Washington, D.C.,
granted injunctions to Thomas Aquinas College and Priests for Life,32 as did the 6th Circuit
Court of Appeals for the Michigan Catholic Conference and its Catholic Charities.33
Sharing Your Good News and Your Efforts: If there are public policy advocacy
strategies which you wish to share with others, please e-mail mhilliard@ncbcenter.org.
Sharing of Resources: The web page of the National Catholic Bioethics Center is a
significant resource in the realm of bioethics: www.ncbcenter.org. Also, bioethicists are on
call twenty-four hours a day, every day of the week, for consultation by calling 215-877-2660.
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